
R I S E  U P ,  O  M E N  O F

These ta l l  c i ty  bu i ld ings make me fee l  smal l  and un impor tant  -

and there 's  so much no ise and confus ion evervwhere I  can hard lv

th ink!

Dr .  Wi l l iam Pierson Merr i l l  was pastor  o f  c i ty  churches in

Philadelphia, Chicago and New York for over 45 years. As he

stood amidst the misery and anxiety and suffering, he felt  the

t rag ic  need for  men of  God to  "Rise up" ,  "Br ing in  the day of

brotherhood", and "End the night of wrong" " Can you f ind

these phrases in  h is  hymn?

When Dr.

(Matthew

God with

Merr i l l  te l ls us to "Give heart and mind and soul and strength"

22:35-40) What

our  hear ts?

,  whose teaching is  he repeat ing?

are some wavs we can serve

What  are some wavs to  serve God wi th  our  minds?

What  are some ways to  serve God wi th  our  s t rength?

In the third verse, Dr. Merri l l  reminds us that you and I are the Church! I t  is our strength and service that

makes the Church al ive and effect ive as an instrument of God - or i t  is our weakness and indif ference

that makes the Church just a bui lding with a program of recreation, fel lowship, and other miscel laneous

activi t ies with no concern for the needs of those outside her walls. Ask yourself,  i f  everybody worked

for  the Church as I  do,  would  i t  be s t rong or  weak in  serv ing God's  purposes?

Everybody has some major  symbol  toward which he s t r ives dur ing h is  l i fe !  Some people  have a b ig  car  or

house as the i r  symbol  o f  success.  Other  people  want  to  be famous or  power fu l .  Copy the words of  the 4 th

verse of  Dr .  Merr i l l ' s  hymn that  te l l  us  the symbol  o f  a  person whose l i fe  is  commit ted to  serv ing Chr is t :

This symbol does not mean that we must die

r iches or  fame or  success and t tTread where

ever  we f ind them -  in  k indness and love as

on the cross as He d id ,

His  feet  have t rod"  by
"brothers of the Son of

but  that  we must  sacr i f ice  want ing

help ing persons -  whenever  and where-

man.  "  Can you th ink o f  some way

you could  he lp  someone as Chr is t  d id?

Th i s  i s  a  hvmn
and / i r  c  by the
G R E A T I

I ' 1 1  s i n g  t h e  n e x t
wo rds ,  SOMEDAY

t ime I  s tand amid those ta l l ,  c i ty  bu i ld ings -

GOD'S STRENGTH WORKING THROUGH US

and  i f  you '11  s i ng  w i t h  me

WILL MAKE THE CHURCH
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